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| 3 TIN, IV. 2, 8. 
T have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my 
| = - * — faith Wee 4 
there is laid up for me a crown of rigbte- 
ouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous judge 
hall give me at that day; and not to me 

on, but unto all them alſo, that love bis 
appearing." a | 


"TI HO the former part of theſe words 
ſeems to regard only the apoſile hime 
fel, who had been perhaps the grea- 
teſt proficient i grace and in the know= 
ledge of our Lora Jeſus C hriſt, mentioned in the 
whole new teſtament ; yet the latter part plain- 
ly ſhews, that the ſubſtance of the things | 


* : 


of is not to be confin'd to men of his exalted 
character, but belongs to all that love Chrif's.. 
<ppearing. "This therefore will abundantly juſti- 
y my complying with, their defire, who chaſe 
to have a diſcourſe from theſe words upon the 
preſent een S eur 
e — duc'd by St. 22 i e bY 
of a dying father, to ce ay ange he =_ 
been 1 to his d Tine from K 41 
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of ſeaſon; reprove; rebuke ; exhort, with 
Jaffering and dottrine: for the time will come when 


N r 
* - T V , 
S +? . 
# Jo 
p ? * 


N 


1 2 A SERMON reach d upom - 


was 


„ 


je 9 8 1 =y « " 
* — 
4 4 - | x 1. L 7 , Ex 
| 4 = . * 4 : 7 N 5 , 
F is & j ' 4 | af" A 47 + 


all long- 


they will not endure ſound doctrine, but after their 


- own. luſts will they heap to themſelves teachers, 


having itching ears; and they will turn away their 
ears from the truth, and be turned unto fables : 
but watch thou in all things; endure afflifttons ; 
do the work of an evaxgeliſt; make full proof 
of thy miniſtry. For immediately after this ſo- 
lemn charge, the apoſtle aſſures Timothy that he 
was fully ſatisfied he ſhonld continue but a little 
longer to have the opportunity (of giving him 
ſuch admonitions ; v. 6. I am ready 10 be offered, 


and the time of my departure is at hand : b which 


words he foretold the ea ogDRch of his mar- 
tyrdom under the emperor Nero : and then fol- 


low the words of our text; wherein he not on- 


ly refreſhes his own mind with the views.of the 
olorious reward he was going to receive for. his 
faithful labours and ſufferings in the ſervice. of 
Chriſt ; bur likewiſe encourages Timothy to tread 


J 


in the ſame ſteps, with an aſſured hope of the 


ſame glorious recompence. This is a brief 
view of the deſign of our text. In diſcourſing 


from which, I ſhall conſider 


I. The apoſtles pleaſing reflection upon his 
paſt fidelity. 5 Pi 


II. His joy ful proſpect of a glorious reward. 
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"the Death of Dr. GALA. 
III. The encouragement he gives to all thoſe 
Who ia their ſeveral ſpheres" of action 

faithfully diſcharge their duty. I obſerve 
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, OE 
This reflection is contain'd in ver. 7. | 
I have fought 4 good fight, I have finiſhed 1 } 
courſe,” I have kept the faith, There is no | 
room to doubt that the' apoſtle made this re- 
fletion with pleaſure, ſince he ſubjoins the ex- 
pectation of happineſs as a reward of his fideli- 
ty in the words immediately following; beſides 
that the things themſelves ſpoken of are ſuch as 
cannot fail of exciting a rational joy in a human 
foul, which will cafily appear by euqtiring into 
the following' particulars. W 

1. I have fought a good fight: or, as it might 
more properly have been render'd, I heve foug hi | 
the good fight K. The apoſtle had made this ' 
phraſe familiar to himſelf: ſor in his former epiſ- | 
tle to Timothy, ch. 6. 12. He exhorts him to 
do the ſame thing, and with the ſame 
view; Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on | 
eternal 1 And he applies the ſame expreſſion 
to the circumſtances of every chriſtian, 1 Cor. ; 
9. 25. Every | man that ſtriveth for the maper) | 
is temperate in all things; now they do it to obtain , 
4 corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible. By 


I. The apoſtles pleaſing reflection upon his 
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* h dave 73 aN rh | 5 v1129 
T 24s à dywritousyes, the ſame word which in our text is 
render d Reben, 1 Levos, | ſe | 
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A SERMON-fpreuchd upon 
which figurative way of ſpeaking cis: manifeſt 
that he alludes to the exerciſes 8 
the ancient Grecians, wherein they contanded, 
or ſtrove for the maſtery. Sometimes the apoſtle 
compares the circumſtances of chriſtians to a 
ſtare of war, as in Epheſ. 6. 11-—16;. which 
N I take notice of the rather, becauſe it 
tkewiſe contains an alluſion to one of the ex- 
erciſes uſed upon thoſe occaſions to which our 
texts refers, Put on the whole armaur of God, 
that ye may be able to ſtand againſt the wiles of 
the devil. For we wreſtle not againſt and 
blood, but againſt principalities, againſt powers, 
againſt the rulers of the darkneſs A this world, 
| ineſs in high places, | Wheres 
ore take unto you the whole armour of God, that 


Je may be able to withſtand in the evil day, and. 


ing done all, to ſtand. Stand therefore, having 


jour loins girt about with truth, and having on the. 
breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, and your feet (uid with 

the preparation 4 the goſpel of peace; alyuve all, 
taking the ſhield of faith, wherewith Je ſball be 


able to quench all the fiery darts 1 the wicked. 


Indeed, the armoar of God here deſcrib'd regards 
chiefly a time of affliction and perſecution; in 
which evil day, our Fan adverſary is proper- 
ly repreſented as in eu wicked men, his 
agents, to exerciſe their malice againſt the faith - 
ful, and as ſoliciting good men by the fear of 
temporal evils, to caſt off their fidelity. But 
as there are dangerous oppofitions ro our in- 
tegrity, employ'd at other times beſides thoſe of 
perſecution; and as the fighting of the good fight, | 


in our text, cannot be conſined to ſuch trials; 
comprehending r reſolute, and / perſes 
vering oppoſition to all thoſe evils which ſtand 
in the way of our faithfulneſs to God 
Now, tis certain that every chriſtian, and 
— every miniſter of Chriſt's goſpel, is 
furrounded with many dangers in maintaini 
his integri 5 The enjoyments of this world 
which are fo agreeable to our animal appetites, 
are always ſoliciting our affections. And how 
great is the difficulty in many caſes of giving to 
our reaſon and j ent that - ſuperiority. over 
our affections which is their due? how diſſicult 
is the combat in which we are engag' d even with 
ourſelves? how apt are we to be betray d and 
overcome by an enemy from within? How 
great eſpecially muſt the danger be, when vio- 
lence, or at leaſt reproach, is on the one fide 
10 diſcourage our integrity, and the flatrering 
allurements of this world on the other, to te 
us to caſt it away? And certainly there is no 
chriſtian, eſpecially no miniſter of Chriſt, but is 
expoſed in theſe reſpects. Even where there is 
no open perſecution, the ſolemn profeſſion of 
chriſtianity and the ſtri adherence to it in pri. 
vate Chriſtians, and much more the recommend. 
ing and the vindication of it in miniſters, are 
the objects of that contempt which is fafficienc 
to diſcourage any but thoſe who are reſolute and 
conſtant, while at the ſame time pleaſure, or 
profit, or honour and power, or perhaps all 
theſe together combine to invite us another = | 
; is 
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6 ASERMON prexebd upon i 
This is indeed putting things in a view fore 
thing different from the metaphorical ——— 
tion in our text. But, to keep more cloſely to 
the ſimilitude there mentioned; 'tis by men, 
our fellow- creatures, that theſe dangers are di- 
rectly and immediately brought upon us: what- 
ever violent oppoſition we meet With in the way 

ol our duty, comes immediately from them; and 
Jo likewiſe does that ſhame, that contempt and 
reproach, which we are ſometimes fo apt to fear 
tis from men likewiſe that ſollicitations to calc; 
and pleaſure, and riches, and hononr,- do imines 
diately proceed; at leaſt they muſt be expect. 
ed by their means. And beſides all this, we 


—— — _— ——— Ce 
LI 


1 - Sy 
ED IE IE be 


4 x: 1 Fs. 3 „ 
6 have good reaſon to believe, that our adverſary 
9 the devil, who is full of ſubrilty, and eagerly 


bent upon our ruin, as well as upon defeating 
all our good deſigns, does by ſome ſecret arti- 
fice labour to encreaſe our hopes and our fears, 
and improve wicked ãnclinations in the hearts of 
thoſe men from whom our dangers do more in- 
mediately proceed. So that it requires the ut. 
moſt reſolution, and the moſt diligent and con? 
ſtant watchfulneſs of a skilful combatant, to 


1 gain the victory over all theſe oppoſitions. 0 Gal 
; Well therefore might the apoſtle call this 
i fight the good fight,” by way of eminency + fot 


tis of all others the moſt honourable and the 

moſt advantageous:  befides, that there is no 

victory fo neceſſary to be gain'd, there is none 

ſo glorious in itſelf, none that will be ſo highly 

rewarded. We are loſt for ever, if we ſuffer 

ourſelves to be overcome; we are more than 
; con- 
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the Drath of Dr. GAEB 3 
conquerors," if Wei gain ''rhes victory „ und the 
peace and happineſs which! will cafue are greater 
than cane . for — 
couragement, notwichſtanding reat ſtreugth, 
and iriley, aud milie af our . e are 
ſure to overcome, if we will but continue fights. * 
ing, and do not lay down our arms. W n 

The thoughts haqwever of coming öff victo. 
rious, after having beem often engaged in this 
combate with uch formidable enamies, might 
well pe reflected nb the apoſtle with plea fue. 
He had in manycchings reſtrain d his inolinations, 
and deny'd himſelf for the ſake of the goſpel; 
the comfort of Which he now enjoyꝰd. He had: 
eſiſted many temptations to. renounce the 
chriſtian faith, and to return to the religion of 
the Jar, in Which he was brougbt up, and in 
vhichſ he had made gteater proficiency than 
moſt of his gontemporaries, And if he had 
giyen way to theſe; temptations, he had in Al: 
probability ſecured his peace, arid made himſelf 
as great as any man of his own nation. Bur, 
uch ſolicitations as cheſe he loo d upon as ene 
mies to his Welfate, and therefote Fought la- 
gainſt them with all his might: hr things had 
been gain to him, thoſe he counted loſs fur Chriſt; 


sho he had more and greater advantages to rec- 
> fof on up on the ſide of the law, thaw' moſt of 
d the {Wis brethren, as he himfelf ſhews, Phil. 31. 4-8. 


— — ſtle had not only withiſtood flatter- 
ng promiſes and allurements, but likewiſe open 
iolence. He had before the writing of this 


piſtle ſuffer'd almoſt all the evils that could be 


under - 
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Lt ASEtRmMoON french n 
undergone, ſhort of death itſelf; a. large at 
count whereof we have 2 Cor. . —_ 
mong other things; we find him mentiohin 
ſtripes above masſure, 'impriſouments, deaths of, 
1. e. frequent dangers of death. beatings with rods, 
ſtonings, prrilr by bis own countrymen, perils by . 
heathen, perils in the city, perils among falſe bye. 
thren. All theſe; were inſtances of violence 
practiſed againſt him by reaſon of his reſolytidn i 
to maintain his chriſtian profeſſion.” And te the 
ſame account may be added all che other fafl 
ferings xeckond up in the ſume chapter; his 
abundant taboars, Jen, jaun pings, frre, wif 
tert, perils of robbers, wearineſi and painfulyeſs, 
hum er and thirſt, often faſtings, and cold anil mi- 
Ekedneſs; for with all theſe he might be id t 
ſtruggle and to fight, as they muſt neceſſarily he 
contrary to the inclinations of fleſh and bleod. 
As he had thro the grace of God gained the vie 
tory over all che dangers with which he had 
very w ok upon it as a good ſig ht, an 
revew the ut e bf ir un ieee 1 l 
Tbere is, I lay; a rational pleaſure to be ta. 
ken in ſuch a reflexion as this, even by the moſt 
humble chriſtian in the world. And ſuch a one 
was this apoſtle St. Paul. He was far from 
glorying in his own h, or eruſting to it 
He readity acknowledge d his inſuffleiency, even 
to think any thing as of himſelf; and omni th 
his ſeicieney mas of God; 2 Cor. 3. 5. But he 
had the honeſty ro make a right uſe of the 
power which Chriſt afforded him; and accor- 
8 3 dingly 
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b bead er that, Phil. 4. 16 13. 1 
now both haw to be abaſed, „ and I know. hom to - 
rw "every where and in all things I am inſtrgs- 
ted, both wh full and 70 5 ha Mes both h to abound 
and 10 ſuffer 445 I can 90 4 y Dig C ne. | 
who reng thneth me, © And to /he Jam | 
he ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 15. 10. By the grace © paper I 
am hat I am; and his grace ;which was beſtom d 
ubon me was not in wain, but 1 labour d more a- 
bundantiyj than they . all; et not I, but the. 2 4 
God which was with me. He knew, that G 
wrought i in yim both to will and to 40 of bis — | 
goodneſs ; "26d therefore did he camal V. labaur 
Fo ' work als his own ſal: vation with, fear and. trem- 
bling I according to the advice which he gaye 
to the Philippians,” founded u on the ſame ar- 
bungen ch. 2. 12, 13. K we fee he was 
ble 4 with "hb comfort of it. It was this 
which 3 at the latter end of his days. gave him 
the agreeable reflection in our text; 25 it w 
this which, 088 fore had made him heb Þ 
trium hantly 5 2 Cor. 10% 1 Oar 1 is t 
the, to 10 of aur conſcience, ly 
a zodh 1 955 nat with fleſ IE 
mof he race of God, we have a our 1 0 ation in 
one che world, and mk Share 46 ards.. . 
9 kx 
tot KY ns oy b, %, hon. 
* that 4 ayin 7 e 
even WW feht, did reflect. wich IS Jorg bis pal fi 
dent) to God; that y - ark 70 reaſon ſq. to 
do; and That, this Was, not inconſiſtent 
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10 A SERMON preach d upon 
with the humble opinion he had concerning 
himſelf, or with the efficiency he aſcribed to 
the divine grace. Having been ſo large in this 
firſt particular, I ſhall ſay the leſs to OILS 
things contained in ver. 7. However, tis pro- 
per to take notice of them, becauſe there is lome 


variety. Therefore, when the apoſtle lays, 1 
2. I have finiſhed my courſe; tis plain he calls 


to mind with joy his having perſeyer'd diligently 
and conſtantly in the way of his duty, Tis a 
ſimilitude taken from running, Which was one 
of thoſe publick exerciſes already mention' d, 
wherein judges preſided to determine to whom 
the prize belong d. Which ſimilitude is follow'd 
and improv'd more largely in Heb, 12. 1, 2. 
Wherefore Jeng we alſo are compaſſed about with 
ſo great a cloud of witneſſes, let us lay aſide every 
weight, and the (in which doth ſo eaſily beſet. us, 
and let us run with patience the race that is ſet he- 
fore us; looking unto Jeſus the author and finiſher 
of our faith; who for the jay that was ſet before 
him, endur'd the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is 
ſet down at the right hand of the throne of God, 
The fame thing is likewiſe particularly defcrib'd 
in the paſlage already refer d to, 1 Cor. 9. 
24 27. Know ye not that they who run in a race, 
run all, but one receiveth the prize? ſo run, that 
Je may obtain. And every man that ſtriveth for 
the maſtery, is temperate in all things, Now they 
do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an incor- 
rptible. IT therefote"ſo Yum, mot as uncertainty ; 
fo fieht I, not as one that beateth the air: bat I | 
keep under my body, and bring it into ſubjection 1 
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leſt by any means when I have preach'd to others, 1 
my ſelf ſhould be a caſt-away. And, to mention 
but one paſſage more; there is a moſt lively de- 
ſcription of this exerciſe given us by this apo-. 
{tle in his own perſon, Phil. 3. 12, 13, 14. Not 
as tho I had already attained, either were alrea- 
ay perfected: but I follow after, if that I may ap- 
prehend that for which alſo I am apprehended of 
Chriſt Jeſus. Brethren, I count not myſelf to 
have apprehended : but this one thing I do; forget- 
tins thoſe things which are behind, and reaching 
forth to thoſe things which are before, I preſs toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus. In all theſe places St. Paul de- 
ſcribes the neceſſary qualifications of one who 
would be victorious in running of a race : par- 
ticularly he ſignifies that a man muſt lay aſide 
every heavy load, and whatever will be apt to 
encumber him; that he muſt keep on in the 
path which leads towards the prize, and not run 
this way and that way at uncertainties; more- 


over, that he muſt be prepar'd with temperance, 


or elſe he will never hold on to the end of the 
race; and further, that he muſt purſue his courſe 
with ſuch a conſtancy and patience, ſuch a dili- 
gence and earneſtneſs, as may ſhew that he is 


very unwilling to loſe the prize for which he 
contends. ne 


It muſt rherefore be a very delightful thought 


in the apoſtle's mind, which made him fay in the 
words of our text, he had finiſb'd his courſe, and 
was now arriv'd at the end of it; ſince it a 


pears that the courſe could not be finiſh'd with- 
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12 A SERMON frech d upen 
out a great deal of difficulty. He had abundant 
reaſon to rejoice that he had not been diſtanc'd 
by turning out of the way ; that he had thrown 
1 off thoſe things as weights and incumbrances,, 
which ſome are apt to value more than the prize 
1 itſelf for which they profeſs to contend; and 
carefully avoided that eager deſire of worldly 
advantages and pleaſures, and that fear of tem- 
poral evils, which would by engaging his affec- 
tions, have prevented the ſucceſsful running of 
his race; that he had ſuppreſs d carnal inclina- 
tions, born with patience the fatigues of his im- 
ployment, and perſiſted with diligence and con- 
ancy in God's appointed way. This is, as 1 
obſery*d before, a rational ground of rejoicing. 
And ſo is what he adds, © N 
3. I have - the faith. Which wards, if 
they have any ſpecial regard to doctrines, muſt 
ſignify that the apoſtle had laboured to inform 
his mind, and eſtabliſh his judgment in the 
great truths of the goſpel ; and had, likewiſe im- 
preſsd them upon his heart, and maintain'd and 
adhered to them in his practice. For, they 
who proceed no further in the faith than merely 
to inform their underſtandings in the doctrines 
of chriſtianity, and do not impreſs them upon 
their hearts as the principles of action, can ne yet 
be faid to keep the a1 unlefs it be in that ſenſe 
which the apoſtle mentions, Rom. 1. 18. con- 
cerning thoſe who hold or detain the truth in un- 
righteouſneſs : which will be ſo far from denomi- 
nating them believers, or faithful men, that it 
will thew they have rejected in reality thoſe 
77 ye Te 2 very 


feld and taught 
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very dodtrines. which they are convinced are | 


Wen Highs : II Nn a 
But the original words may very well be ren». 
der d 5 1 have kept = fidelity * and it ſeems to 
have been the apoſtle's principal deſign to 12 
nify, that he had kept that integrity and fai 
fulneſs which a ſoldier owes to his general, and 
a ſervant to his maſter; that in much adver- 
ſity he had diſcharg d the truſt committed to 
him, with honeſty and conſtancy of mind. And 
what renders this ſenſe the more probable, is, 
that it neceſſarily includes a ſerious regard to the 
doctrines of the goſpel, in one who had pro- 
em as the ground of men's 
hope for eternal life. I thall not determine 
which of theſe two was chiefly the apoſtle's 
meaning; eſpecially ſince either way they are 
a rational a joy upon reflection. 
1 l e TY the 18 head of diſ- 
courſe, the apoſtle's pleaſing reflection upon his 
own paſt fidelity. We are now to conſider N 
II. His joyful proſpect of a glorious re- 
ward. E 
This is contain'd in the former part of the 
8th verſe; Henceforth 8 laid up for me 
4 crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
righteous judge ſhall give me xt that day. 1 
ſnall treat of theſe words in order as they lie; 
conſidering, 1. the crown of righteouſneſs it ſelf, 
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14 A SERMON prearhd upon 
together with what is affirm'd of it, that it was 
laid up for the apoſtle: 2. in what reſpect it 
was to be beftow'd, and by whom: 3. the 
_ or ſeaſon when ir ſhou'd be confer'd' on 
im. b a 1 5 | | 14 
1. The crown of righteouſneſs it ſelf, together 
with what is affirm'd of it, that it was /aid 4p 
for the apoſtle: Henceforth there is laid up for 
me 4 crown of righteouſneſs. The connexion of 
this part of the text with the former, might 
very well have been render'd by, it remains; 
which is moſt agreeable ro the original word 
Nennt. The apoſtle had been ſpeaking of his 
own faithfulneſs in performing the part aſ- 
ſign'd to him: and now he ſignifies what was 
to be expected from that God in whofe ſervice 
he had been employed, and upon whoſe promiſe 
he had depended for his encouragement : Ir 
remains that there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteouſneſs. © e OG 
Now, by this crown of righteouſneſs is meant, 
in alluſion to the garlands adjudg'd as tokens 
of honour to the victors in the foremention'd 
exerciſes, that immortal felicity which God 
has taught us to expect as a reward of faith- 
fulneſs in his ſervice. The author of the epiſtle 
to the Hebrews has largely ſhewn that God's peo- 
ple of old died in the hope of this happinels, 
and that the proſpect of it was the grand encou- 
ragement of their obedience. But for the cer- 
tainty of it we are indebted to the goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom likewiſe the 
bleſſing it ſelf will be beſtow'd. It was _ 
who- 
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who aboliſhed. death, and: brought life and immor- 
tality to light thro the goſpel; 2 Tim. 1. 10. He 
taught, when upon earth, (and he did not teach 
without producing good proofs. of his divine 
commiſſion). that whoſoever believeth on bim, 
hath everlaſting life, Joh. 6. 47. And ch. 3. 
14, 15. he aſſured Micodemus, that he was 10 be 
lifted up with this deſign, that whoſoever belicued 
on him, ſbould not, periſh, but have eternal life: 
And ver. 16. that, this proceeded .from-GGod's 
love to the world, who gave his only * Son 
for. this very purpoſe, that whoſoever believed in 
him, ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life. To 
the ſame effect he declared with an aſſeveration, 
Joh. 5. 24. Forty, werily I ſay unto you, he that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that ſent 
me, hath 9 a6 life, and. ſhall. not come into 
condemnation, but is paſſed from death to life. 
But with regard to this happineſs, which is 
mention d in out text under the ſimilitude of a 
crown of victory, it may be uſeſul to obſerve, 
that the ſame idea is convey'd in ſcripture by 
divers other figures, all of which are. deſign'd 
to ſet it forth 5s meh 8 extremely * 
ble. Thus we haye ſeen that qur Saviour fre- 
quently ſpoke of it by the name 
is the foundation of Kf bappinels, 
which 'tis im 


and that Fe he took delight in aſſur 
men that t 
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a without: - 
ible to have any enjoyment ;- 


at the happineſs of God's people would: 
be a life of eternal duration. And with regard - 
to the 8 of the life which he taught 

men to hope for, he told his hearers, Joh. 10. 
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10. that he was come that they might have i 
and that they might have it more abunduit * 
Whereby he ſhew'd that the le wy 1 
ſurpaſs d any life in this — * or For 


be ever {6 apy inaſmuch as thets is ch 


X mixture of death in it by ſorrows of various 
kinds. The beloved apoſtle John, following bis 
maſter's example, does like wiſe frequently ſpeak 
of the ſaints future happineſs by the name of 
eternal life: as 1 Joh. 5. 11. This is the rerort 

that God hath given to us eternal life, and thi 

life is in his Son; he that hath the Son, hath” life; 
And he mentions the promi eternal life, as 


the ſum and ſubſtance of Rok ofpel, chap. 


2. 25. To the like effect St. 2 ſpeaks 
ver. 1. of this epiſtle wherein is our text, con- 
cerning the promiſe 7 life which is in Chri Dofus) 


and 1 Tim. 4. 8. of the promiſe f that life which 


is to come, as being _— to [£0 odlineſs + and 
more clearly ſtill, Rom. 2. 6, 7. of God's ren- 
aring . life to _ who | patient continilaice 
2 well doing ſeek for gh et honour and inmor- 
* Somterimis ths appineſs is repre 
fant by ob: REO geb. mo here e 


therefore re fbr the people FG God: and Rep, 
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them. Sometimes by Joy : 48 in our 21855 
le; Mat. 25, 21, IT . "Wal done, good ant 
faithful ee, thou h been fait 25 Ty 4 
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tis ſpoken of as an enduring ſulſtance, in oppo- 
ſition to che riches of, this woxld; which take to 
themſelves wings and flee away ; as in Hab. 
10. 35. ITis very often call d glory and honoar 3; 
as Rom. 2. 10. an eternal weight of glam, 2 
Cor. 4. 17. Tis frequently conſider d as an in- 
heritance : Which word is plainly deſign'd to ſet 
forth the honour and advantage of being the 
children of God. Particularly, tis call d az in- 
heritance in light, Col. 1. 12. an eternal inhe ri 


tance, Heb.,g. 16. an, inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled,. and which , fadeth not away, 1 Pet. 1, 4. 
Tis call'd, by our bleſſed Saviour, the inheriting 
of 4 kingdom, Mat. 25. 34. Nor is this lat 
1 title thought ſufficient by it ſelf: but the 
ame happineſs is elſewhere ſpoken of by the 
name of 4 kingdom which cannot be moved; in 
oppoſition to the weak and totrering ſtate of all 
human eſtabliſhments; with all the advantages 
and dignities which depend upon them: Hieb. 


* = 


12. 23, And laſtly, tis ſometimes repreſented 
by the removal of all unhappineſs: as Rev. 21: 4. 
God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes 3 and 
there ſhall he no more death, neither ſorrom, nor 
crying, neither ſhall there be any more pain : for 
the former things are paſſed aa. 

I 'choſe to mention briefly. all theſe different 
ideas which the ſcriptures give us of the hea- 
venly felicity; that we might have the more 
ren view of that happineſs, the whole of 


4 crown in our text, tho it cannot in its full 
extent be conyey'd by that, or indeed by all 
of 


which is manifeſtly defign'd by the ſimilitude of 


4 
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of them together, However, there ſeems to 
be a peculiar excellency in this metaphor, with 
which the apoſtle continues the allegory he had 
begun, ver. 7. where he ſpoke of having fong hi 
the good fight, and finiſÞd his courſe, For this 
crown here ſpoken of, tho it was no more than 
a Chaplet of leaves, is mention'd as a token 
of honour, belonging to the conquerors in thoſe 
exerciſes, and adjudged to them; which mut 
afford them great joy and ſatisfaction. By all 
which are ſignified the high honout, * 
and glory, to which God will advance rhote 
who have been faithful in his ſervice, toge· 
ther with the joy and delight with which they 
ſhall' likewiſe be bleſs'd. Which joy muſt be 
exceedingly great, eſpecially when their crown 
is confider'd' as an incorruptible crown, whereas 
4 filing yarns, 45 the Pane peſts © 
a fading garland, as the apoſtle expreſſes 
a rap eromm. Biit, beßdes this, Whatever 
elſe is good and excellent, muſt be fncluded 
in that happineſs which this crown of victory 
is defigi?d to repteſent. And accordingly, ſome 
of the other ideas of immortal felicity are in * 
ture connected with the name of a crown: 2 
when it is calbd, Jam. x. 12. 4 crown of life, which 
the Lord bath promis d to them that love him; and 
1 Pet. 5. 4. 4 crown of glory that fadeth not away... 
Bar, we are farther to obſerve, that the apo- 
ſtle calls this crown, 4 crown of righteouſneſs. 
By which I think is underſtood, a reward of up- 
rightnefs and integrity; ſomething —_— | 
fidelity and conſtancy in the ſerviceof _ on 
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ith MW ſhou'd be diſtioguiſh'd with peculiar honour. 
Nor is it a new thing for the whole of a chriſ 
tian's obedience to be ſignified by this name of 
righteouſueſs. For in this ſenſe our Saviour him- 
{a uſed the word, Mat. 5. 20. Except your rig h. 
teouſueſs ſhall exceed the rig * of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe. enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. In this view therefore the 
crown of righteouſneſs muſt ſignify ſome mark of 
honour whereby to diſtinguiſh him who wears it, 
as, a righteogs man, and one fo accounted by the 
righteous God himſelf, | EE 
This crown of righteouſneſs, the 2 2 _ 

was laid up fer him. Which is agreeable to what 
St. Peter affirms of the incorruptible, undefiled, 
and never fading inberitance, that it is reſerved 
| in heaven for them mho are kept by the power of 
God through faith unto ſalugtion, 1 Pet. 1. 4,5. 
"Tis agreeable likewiſe to what the ſame 

writes to the Colaſſians, ch. 1. 5. concerning 
the ſubſtance of their hope: The hape which #5 


mark I would make upon ſuch expreſſions i 
that the future happineſs of the faithful wi 
not be confer'd on them without due delibe- 
ration; that as the prize for which they con- 
tend, is in very ſafe hands, ſo no man who 
regularly ſtrives for it, and who obtains the 
victory, ſhall fall ſhort of it; the perſons be- 
ing all perfectly known before hand, and their 
behaviour and their fitneſs for the crown be- 
105 punctually obſerv'd by one who cannot be 
led into a miſtake, or corrupted with bribes, 
E N or 


laid up for you in heauen. Now, the only re- 
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or threatned into a perverſe and unrighteous 
diſpoſal. But the mentioning theſe things leads 
me to conſider, EY . . = * "e] 220 
2. Under what character this cromn ſhall be 
beſtowed, and by whom. Both which are fig- 
nified by theſe words; which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, ſhall give me. > 
By the Lord, in this place, is evidently meant 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who is ordain d of God to 
be the judge of quick and dead, Acts 10. 42. 
To him the Father committed all judgment, and 
therefore judgeth no man himſelf, Joh. 5.22. but 
hath appointed a day in which he will judge the 
world in righteouſneſs, by that man whom he hath 
ordained, whereof he - hath given aſſurance uno 
all men, in that he raid d him from the dead, 
Acts 17.31. If there were any thing yet fur- 
ther neceſſary to . ſhew who is meant in our 
text by this Lord, the righteous judge; the laſt 
words of the text clear it up; where the apo- 
ſtle ſpeaks of thoſe who love his appearing, and 
likewiſe of zhe laſt day. Bothwhich expreſſions 
_ denote the ſecond coming of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; which is in many other places of ſcrip 
ture deſcrib'd in the fame manner. And the 
appearance mention'd in thoſe places © mani- 
feſtly refers to the Son, and not ſo properly to 
the Father, | i ob FS 
This Lord, the righteous judge, the apoſtle ſig 
nifies ſhou'd give him the crown of righteouſneſs. 
In the reading of which words I cannot for- 
bear oblerving, that inſtead of give the — 


* 
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| who has engaged his own faithfuln 
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ginal word ought to have. been, tranſlated * en- 


der; which is more agreeable to the character 


of a judge. And after this manner the very 
ſame word is tranſlated in other places: particu- 
ly Rom. 2. 6. Who will render to every man ac- 
cording to his deeds. *Tis likewiſe the ſame word 
which our Saviour uſes, Mat. 6. 6, 18. when he 


encourages the ſincerity of our prayers and 


alms, by ſay ing, Thy Father who ſeeth in ſecret, 
all reward thee openly. 3 = 

The crown of righteouſneſs therefore is to be 
beſtow'd by Jeſus Chriſt as 4 righreous judge, and 
by way of reward or retribution ; tho the reward 
infinitely exceeds the value of the ſervice per- 
form'd. And tho by reafon of this excellency 
of a future happineſs, and the imperfection of 
our obedience to which it is promis d, eternal 
life is in many places of ſcripture ſpoken of as 


the gift of God, and the moſt faithful fervants of 


God are called anproſitable ſervants, as they can- 
not be profitable to him, tho they may to them- 
ſelves: yet he muſt be a great ſtranger in the 
divine oracles, who does not ſee that it is de- 
ſignedly in a great number of places ſet forth 
under the notion of 4 recompence and 4 reward, 
conferr'd by the jaſtice and 2 of God, 
S to make 

good men and women completely happy. 
Thus, God is juſt, and the juſtifier of him who 
believeth in Jeſus; Rom. 3. 26. i. e. he is juſt 
in juſtifying the believer, becauſe he has taught 


on 


— 


us 


prepar d for yau from the foundation of the warld: 


was a juſt occaſion to the apoſtle, to give this 
character of the bleſſed God, that L ' T6 
warder of them that diligently ſcek him, Heb. I. 6. 


freely acknowledge that it is not nor can 


while we labour to obtain the crown which he 
propoſes to us, and for which he commands us 
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us to expect juſtification through faith. Again 
the apoſtle tells the Hehrews, ch. 6. 10. God is 
not unrighteous, to forget your work. and labour of 
love, which ye have = cowards his name, 48 
that ye have miniſtred to the ſaints, and da mi- 
niſter. Which words are as it were the copy-of 
our Saviour's own repreſentation of his proceed. 
ing at the day of judgment, Mat. 25. 34, 35- 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kiz -_ 


for I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat; I was 
thirſty, and ye 175 me drint, &c. Which plain 
and undiſguiſed doctrine of our bleſſed Saviour, 


he is the re- 


How neceſſary an encouragement this was to 
our obedience, that God beſt knew who taught 
us to expect it. And therefore ſo long as 1 
ſtrictly ſpeaking a reward of debt, but of Face; 
inſtead of diſhonouring, we ſhall glorify the 
God whom we ſerve, by keeping this in view 


to ſtrive. | 
The only thing remaining to be conſider'd in 

this part of the text, is | 
3. What is meant by that day, in which the 

apoſtle ſays the Lord this righteous judge ſhall 


render the crown of righteouſneſs to him, And 
there can be no difficulty in this : becauſe in fo 
many other places it evidently ſignifies the great 


day 
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day of judgment and retribution. Thus are our 
Saviour's words to be underſtood, Mat. 7, 22. 
Many will ſay unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, 
have we rol propbeſy'd in thy name, &c. Aud 
then will I 155 unto them, I never knew you, 
depart from ine, ye that work iniquity. In the 
fame fenſe the words are uſed, 2 Theſſ. 1. 10. af 
ter a large and awful deſcription' of the final 
judgment. And in the fame Fanſe again the apo- 
{tle uſes them in his epiſtle' wherein is our text, 
the 1. 12. I know whom 1 have believed, and am 
perſuaded that he is able to 175 that which I have 
committed unto him againſt that way, And ver. 
18. The Lord grant unto him that he me find 
meycy of the Lord in that dey, No day had been 
hinted at before: which ſhews that this was ſo 
uſual a manner of ſpeaking as to be eaſily un- 
derſtood concerning the day of judgment, as 
deſerving to be calPd 7hat day, that important 
day, by way of eminency. Et 

In that day of general retribution, the apoſtle 
ſignifies he ſhould have the crown of righteouſneſs 
beſtow'd on him, Which affords us this remark ; 
that till then the fouls of the righteous will not 
be made completely happy, tho their ſtate is 
unalterably ed from the time of their paſs 
ſage out of this world, and tho they are even 
then without all doubt or danger the heirs of im- 
mortal felicity. 25 

I ſhall fay but a very few words upon the laſt 
part of the text. Which contains 5 
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ſtle Paul, and others of his dil inguiſl d charac- 


included in the character of loving the appearin 


will be the time of their compleat redemption 


| 3 „18 WES, 
III. The encouragement given by the apoſtle 
to all thoſe who in their ſeveral ſpheres of ac. 
tion faithfally diſcharge their duty. 
This is expreſſed in thoſe concluding words; 
and not to'me only, but unto all them alſo who love 
his appearing.” The connection is, that the 
Lord, the righteous” judge, Will in the laſt day 
render a crown of righteouſneſs to all thoſe who; 
love his appearing, as F as to the apo- 


ter. This croivy is not confin'd to apoſtles and 
evangeliſts, nor to any kind of offers in the 
church, tho ever fo faithful and uſeful ; bur wil 
be adjudg'd to all true chriſtians, of what de- 
gree or. denomination” ſoever. For all ſuch are 


. = 
= 


F Chriſt ; they _ properly ſaid to love 

ing not yet enjoy'd, who catneſtly deſire and 
long for it: and this all chriſtians profeſs to do, 
as hoping to have the completion of their haps 
pineſs uſher'd in by that glorious n 1 
I need not mention the magnificent deſcrip», 
tions which the new teſtament in many places 
gives of this future appearance of Chriſt, ?Tis 
enough to obſerve, that all they who have faith- 
fully labour'd to honour Chriſt, eſpecially they, 
who have ſtruggled with many difficulties for 
their firm adherence to his ſervice, muſt needs 
look with a joyful expectation and deſire for 
the coming of that day; as knowing that it 


from all miſeries, and of their advancement 
to 
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At this glorious appearing we have good rea- 
ſon to hope and believe, = our 3 
whoſe death is. the ſotrowful occaſion of our 
preſent aſſembling, will receive his crown; that 
crown of . righteon{weſs, mhich ths Lord, the righteous 
judge, ſball render to him, for having foaght the 
good fight, and fniſb'd his courſe, and kept the 
faith. Whoſe character I ſhall nor ſet forth ves 
ry largely, ſinde it is already ſo well known: 
and I may rat her hope for excuſe in omitting ſes 
veral things which fo many are acquaimted wich, 
than if I ſhould attempt a repreſentation of his 
wi character, 2 come ſhort _ it. I ſhall 
therefore principally mention ſach things -as 
may be — — not to he ſo generally known. '! 
The quickneſs: of bis on genius, and. the 
diligence, of his teachers, very early prepared 
him for academical ſtudies: ſo that being ſent 
very young to Leiden in Holland, he there took 
up a doctor's de in philoſophy, with no 
ſmall applauſe, when he was little more than 
eighteen years of age. After this he ſpent fome 


* 


years at Amſterdam, under the direction of thoſe 
two famous men, Mr. L Clerc, and Mr. Lime 
borch, His great proficiency in various kinds 
of learning ſoon appear'd to the World in thoſe 
learned letters of his, relating to baptiſm, which 

wrote before he was twenty ſe ven years old, 
but did not publiſh till ſome years after ; a work 

— which 
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|| which has given him a great and a juſt reputa- 
tion; and the defence whereof he That ell 
ter'd upon but a little before his death. . 
His extenſive knowledge, and the ſweetneſs 
| of his addreſs, gave him an eaſy acceſs. to men 
| of the greateſt figure and worth; by converſin 
with whom his own abilities were very mug 
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with a good degree of skill in the oriental 
ii tongues. But tho he took a large compals, tis 
[: evident that he turn'd the whoſe courle of his 
| ſtudies to the work'of the miniſtry : to prepare 
1 for which, he ſpent a very conſiderable part of 
| f his time in the ſtudy of the ſcriptures themſelves 


— 
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| improved: and this advantage he conſtantly 
11 I be large acquaintance he had with the claſ. 
1 ſick authors in both languages, and the progreſs 
1 he made in mathematical ſtudies, and in the moſt 
| 11 1 valuable parts of philoſophy, were accompanied 


— 


1125 


" in their originals, and in comparing them with 
Ml the verſions of various languages, particularly 
Fl the more antient ; whereby he became a great 
| ie maſter in the knowledge of the ſcriptures, and 
Bi þ capable of diſcourſing ro advantage upon any 
K;. 3 int which immediately related to them, Be- 
11 des this, he employ'd himſelf with much dili- 
1 gence in conſulting the antient commentators 


N upon the bible, and in reading and digeſting the 

; primitive writers of the chriſtian church ; for 
| | whole interpretations of ſcripture he ſhew'd a 
more than ordinary value. And here I think it 
deſerves to be mentioned to his ſpecial honour, 
that he enter'd into a voluntary ſociety, erected 

| | 1 
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on purpoſe to enquire into the primitive doc- 
trines and practices of the chriſtian church, and 
compare them with the books of the old and 
new teſtament, at a time when ſuch a thing 
could not be done without ſuffering much re- 
proach for it; and that he continued diligently 


for this purpoſe, and by diſcourſe with others 
to make them familiar to bim; the effect where- 
of might have been very beneficial to the pub- 
— if it had pleaſed God to prolong his 
ite, 394 Cot 25 bf | 
He came later into the conſtant practice of 
preaching, than was agreeable, to the wiſhes of 
thoſe who knew his abilities for that work. But 
I have ſeen ſufficient reaſon to aſcribe ſeveral 
years of his ſilence to the goodneſs. of his judg- 
ment, in refolving not to come into conſtant 
exerciſe too early; and the remainder to a hea- 
vy burden of domeſtick affairs, which preſs'd 
him for ſome years before he began ſtated preach- 
ing, and prevented his coming into publick 
ſervice at a time when himſelf was inclined 
to it, and when he might have been very uſeful 
to himſelf and others. 


he was brought ſtatedly to it, you all are witneſſes. 
Concerning which I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
more particularly by and by. In rhe mean time, 
the conſideration that a perſon ſo well fur- 
niſhed was content to ſtruggle with ſo many dif- 
ficulties as he did, when he might have enjoy'd 
eaſe and plenty; that for the ſake of what — | 
D 2 e- 


ſeveral years to ſearch into the antient books 


Of his happy talent in the miniſtry, when once ; 
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believed to be the truths and commands of 
Chriſt, he choſe to miniſter in an unfaſhionable 
and deſpiſed way, when he might have had both 
applauſe and riches in turning his thoughts to 
ſome other courſes, and that he perſiſted in this 
choice to the laſt ; obliges me to obſerve, that 
herein he did, like the apoſtle, fight the good 
fight, and finiſh his courſe, and keep his fidelity, 
He imitared him likewiſe in his zeal, as well 
as in his integrity and conſtancy. But, tho 
he would be very earneſt in defending his 
own opinion; yet he was far from bearing .ill- 
will to any for the fake of their differing from 
him, and of very large and generous'principles 
as to the extent of chriſtian communion with 
regard to any matters merely ſpeculative; and 
in his converſation in general he ſhew'd a good 
and agrecable temper. I might likewiſe men« 
tion his agudant labours in the miniſtry; his 
often journeytnps-for that purpoſe, his wearineſs' 
aud painfulneſs, and ſeveral other things wherein 
he reſembled the apoſtle : but J haſten to what 
I eſteem more uſeful, - © ev 

Give me leave therefore now to apply my 
ſelf ro you who have been the E or 
frequent hearers of ſo accompliſh'd a miniſter, 
and to ask you what' improvement. you have 
made of his labours. You have heard how he 
ſacrific d his time, and his ſtrength, and his 
worldly intereſts, to the deſire of doing good 
to the ſouls of men: and you have been wit- 
neſſes of his ardent zeal in this ſervice of his 
maſter ; you have heard him moſt earneſtly 
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recommend the truths of God; you have _ 
ſeen him do it with all the advantages of a-lively 
oratory that you your ſelves could wiſh for, 
Let it never be ſaid that you came for nothing 
elſe but to pleaſe your eyes and your ears with 
an agrecable ſpeaker. You will hear the mu- 
ſic of his voice no more: you will no more 
behold the gracefulnels of his appearance. But 
if you have ſeriouſly attended to his miniſtry, 
you Will retain at leaſt ſome good impreſſions 
which he has made upon you. Beſides what 
you have heard from him upon ſpeculative 
points, you have likewiſe heard him diſcourſe 
of the bleſſedneſs of the pure in heart, in that 
they ſhall ſee God; you have heard him ſnew 
that without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord; 
he has warn'd you againſt raſh and unchari- 
table judging, againſt anger and evil ſpeaking, 
a inſt ſubjecting your conſciences in matters of 
religion to any human power, and againſt re- 
ſiſting the authority of God in any thing that 
appears to be requir'd and commanded by him. 
And ſhall all that he has ſaid upon theſe and 
other important ſubjects, be regarded only 46 
a very lovely ſong of one who has a pleaſant & 
voice? Then, your loſs in his death will be 
much greater than you are aware of. But if 
any of you, whole curioſity has this day led 
you hither, have attended his miniſtry no ber- 
ter; J have little reaſon to hope for doing any 
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good with you. Vet ſince I may poſſibly ne- 
ver have an opportunity of ſpeaking to you 
again; let me intreat you to learn wile 
by the death of one, whoſe labours you have 
been ſo far from well improving in his life. 
Conſider you can never finiſh your courſe with 
joy, if you go on in this careleſs manner, and 
give no heed to the main deſign of the minis 
ry of God's word. Your reflections at the 
end of your days, if you are not ſudtlenly 
taken away, and the opporrupity of ſerious 
thinking prevented, will be as full of horror, 
as thoſe of the apoſtle in our text were of 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction. You will then be 
ready to ſay, with the ſinner in the + Proverbs, 
Flow have I hated inſtruction, and my heart de- 
ſpiſed reproof ; and have not obeyed the woice of. 
my teachers, nor inclined mine ear to them who. 
inſtructed me! And in this deplorable condi- 
tion, alas what one good argument will you 
have to comfort you ? Call to mind therefore, 
the good inſtructions you have received from 
him whoſe death has now brought you together, 
and reduce them to practice; aſſuring your 
ſelyes, that after your death, for you likewiſe 
muſt die, an impartial account will be taken of 
the improvement you made of theſe and any 
other advantages ofter'd to you. 1 

But I would hope, that the greateſt part of 
thoſe who now hear me, had an affection to our 
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brother and his miniſtry from a much nobler 
ne inciple than that of curioſity. Yet let me e 

woot you, my brethren, to call to mind, and di- 
om ligently ro treaſure up, the uſeful things you have 
ve BW heard from him, and let your "IEP be influ- 

enc'd by whatever you are ſatisfied he delivered 

reeably to the word of God. This will keep 
alive his memory to a happy purpoſe. Remem- 
ber likewiſe, that tho there is a great diver- 
ſity of gifts in the miniſters of God's word; yet 
the word it ſelf, which you are to regard more 
than their different gifts, is ſtill the ſame. And, 
tho your miniſters are one after another drop- 
ping into the grave; yet remember for your 
comfort, that the * word of God liveth and abideth 


for ever; that tho all fleſb is as, graſs, and 1 


eth, and the flower thereof fadeth away) yet the 
word of the Lord endureth for ever; and this is 
the word which by the goſpel is preached anto you. 
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glory of man as the flower of graſs, (the graſs wither= ' © 
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